
April 23, 2021

This Tuesday (April 27th), the House Ways and Means Revenue Policy Legislative
Subcommittee will meet to review H. 3976.

This legislation, which has over 60 sponsors in the House, would allow for the creation
of "education scholarship accounts (ESAs)," made available on a rolling, first-come,
first-served basis for students in families making 200% or less of the federal poverty
line. The ESAs could be spent by families on a range of education-related activities,
most notably for tuition to private schools. The ESAs would be funded by pulling the
"equivalent to (the) state average of state funding per pupil" from the school district the
student is zoned to attend. For next school year, that is projected to be approximately
$6500 per student. In the first year of operation, these ESAs would pull over $32 million
from public schools, and by 2025, they could pull in excess of $500 million per year.

As a result, passage of this legislation poses a fundamental threat to public education in
our state and would move our state closer to a privatized system of education. It is
certain that proponents of educational privatization will mobilize in force behind this
so-called "choice" bill. Given this fact and the strong support for the bill in the
House, there is a need for mobilization by ALL supporters of public education to
share their voice with members of the House.

As a result, PSTA is calling on ALL members to engage in advocacy against the
passage of H. 3976. We know this is a difficult time of the year for educators to
advocate due to the busyness (and exhaustion) that comes with the final weeks of the
school year. To lessen the load of advocacy work, PSTA has put together this
Advocacy Toolkit for H. 3976. The toolkit will hopefully help you to efficiently decide
how to best advocate on this topic.

For the short term, the most pressing advocacy need is related to Tuesday's
subcommittee hearing. The members of the subcommittee are:

● Rep. Murrell Smith
● Rep. Gary Simrill
● Rep. Bill Herbkersman

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1AmfPh1gnGJtc3E-CaUr5lVGrcNL8VTi6wkXQBWSKC3c%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/01000178ffeedead-1508d122-b570-4c2b-88d9-e52efebef99e-000000/wm9rR5es8qHYz-qSjUQ5dn2bK60=211
https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1AmfPh1gnGJtc3E-CaUr5lVGrcNL8VTi6wkXQBWSKC3c%2Fedit%3Fusp=sharing/1/01000178ffeedead-1508d122-b570-4c2b-88d9-e52efebef99e-000000/wm9rR5es8qHYz-qSjUQ5dn2bK60=211


● Rep. Bill Whitmire
● Rep. Leon Stavrinakis

You can find contact information for all five subcommittee members by clicking here
(members are listed alphabetically). At a minimum, please call or write these
Representatives prior to Tuesday asking them to table consideration of H. 3976.

This week the House spent most of its' time in committees focused on topics like election reform and the
Senate spent a great deal of time in floor debate on the future of Santee Cooper. However, there were
some notable education-related policy actions in both chambers.

S. 704

As shared in yesterday's Thursday's Thoughts email, the Governor signed S. 704 into law this week. On
Tuesday, the Senate took up the House-amended version of the bill, and on the motion of Senator Greg
Hembree, the Senate voted 42-0 to non-concur with most of the House amendments by reinstating most
of the original Senate language in the legislation. This new Senate version of S. 704 requires three things:

● ALL districts must OFFER a five-day, face-to-face instructional model starting on April 26, 2021.
This does NOT mean that students that are currently learning in a virtual/distance model must
return to in-person instruction; it simply means all students must have the option for in-person
instruction five days per week. The legislation requires that the same face-to-face option must be
available to students in all districts for the 2021-2022 school year.

● The earnings cap limitation for retired state employees that return to work in a K-12 education
setting increases from $10,000 to $50,000. To be eligible for this earnings cap increase, an
individual must have retired on or before April 1, 2019. An eligible individual hired by a district
can earn up to $50,000 per year for 36 months of employment.

● For 2021-2022, S. 704 prohibits districts from requiring teachers to deliver "dual modality"
instruction where they are simultaneously instructing students in-person and online. Districts
could only assign teachers to this instructional format due to "extreme and unavoidable
circumstances," in which case the district would have to compensate the teacher for the
additional work. Please note- this provision does NOT apply to the current school year- only
to NEXT school year.

On Wednesday, Rep. Raye Felder moved for the House to concur with the new Senate version of S. 704,
and her motion passed unanimously. This moved the bill to the Governor's desk, and Governor McMaster
signed it into law Thursday afternoon, with the law going into effect upon his signature.

The passage of this bill into law is a huge win for students and educators across the state, and it would
not have been possible without the advocacy efforts of PSTA members. Whether you called a

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.scstatehouse.gov%2Fmember.php%3Fchamber=H/1/01000178ffeedead-1508d122-b570-4c2b-88d9-e52efebef99e-000000/aRW2ljgzEWH-o3jjQMueij5LQCo=211


Representative or completed the survey on dual modality a few weeks ago, your voice made a significant
difference in the passage of this legislation!

House of Representatives

Committee Actions

On Wednesday afternoon, the full House Education and Public Works Committee met to review the
following legislation:

● H. 3591- this bill would create the "South Carolina Teacher Preparation Report Card,"
which would require annual reporting on educator preparation programs, including
alternative certification pathways, on metics including the number of individuals
completing a program, retention rates, performance of candidates on "basic skills
examination," the ability of a program to "recruit strong, diverse cohort of candidates,"
"quality clinical experiences," and "effectiveness of individuals...employed in a public
school classroom." The committee adopted amendments that addressed
feedback provided by PSTA during the subcommittee process concerning the
need for greater definition of some of the data categories as well as a
recommendation to gather data on the quality of mentoring and induction
support offered by districts to new teachers. The bill received a favorable report
from the committee by a vote of 15-1 (Rep. McDaniel opposing).

● H. 3592- this bill would reform multiple elements of the state's assessment system,
including permanently eliminating state assessments in social studies and limiting the
number of formative assessments a district can administer in a given school year. The
bill would also require all students in their 3rd year of high school to take the ACT
through 2026-2027, at which point the state Department of Education should "procure
a college readiness assessment provider that includes sections in mathematics,
English, writing, and science." The bill received a favorable report from the committee
by a vote of 15-0.

● H. 3006- would prohibit districts from charging interest on student meal debt or hiring
a debt collection agency to collect student meal debt. The bill received favorable
report by vote of 16-0.

● S. 201- this is the Senate's version of H. 3610, which the House passed several
weeks ago. Both pieces of legislation deal with the powers of the state Superintendent
of Education to take-over underperforming schools and districts, including giving the
Superintendent the power to remove the local school board in the event of a district
takeover. The committee amended the legislation to largely conform with the language
in H. 3610 and issued a favorable report by vote of 14-2 (Rep. McDaniel and Rep.
Rivers in opposition).

● S. 607- this bill would allow the Governor to remove members of local charter school
board districts for illegal or unethical conduct. It received a favorable report by vote of
16-0.

Floor Actions



On Tuesday, the House passed H. 3336 by vote of 113-0. The legislation would allow trained,
volunteer school personnel to administer glugacon or insulin to a diabetic student with
parent/guardian permission.

Also on Tuesday, the House provided third reading for S. 38, which adds the Emancipation
Proclamation to the list of required foundational documents of study in high school (a list that
currently includes the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, and The Federalist Papers.)

Senate

Committee Actions

On Tuesday, the full Senate Finance Committee met to approve their version of the FY22 state
budget. In writing their budget, the Senate Finance Committee had approximately $200 million
more in projected growth in state recurring revenues compared to what was available to budget
writers in the House Ways and Means Committee earlier this year. The Senate Finance
Committee used this additional revenue projection, as well as available on-time surplus funds, to
provide several significant new funding increases for education, including:

● An additional $72 million to fund a $1,000 pay increase for EVERY South Carolina
teacher, regardless of experience level (note- step increases for teachers in steps
0-23 are also provided for in the budget)

● An increase of $65 million in state-aid-to-classrooms, which would increase the base
student cost to $2516/student

● An increase of $14.6 million to PEBA to provide an annual well-visit for all individuals on
the State Health Plan (an issue addressed in the PSTA Legislative Agenda)

● $47 million for 4K expansion. This funding would make state-provided 4K available in
ALL counties for any student living in a household at or below 185% of the federal
poverty line

● $100 million to support facilities upgrades in "disadvantaged schools"
● $27 million for growth of public charter schools
● $4.1 million to provide a 5% increase to the state contribution for bus driver salaries

The Senate Finance version of the budget also includes a proviso sponsored by Senator
Hembree that would reinstate the $5000 National Board stipend from the state for new teachers
achieving certification for the first time AND for teachers achieving recertification. The only
notable area where the Senate Finance version of the budget failed to provide education
funding included in the House version relates to funding for the expansion of the Teaching
Fellows program that is administered by CERRA. The House version including a $1 million
increase for next year, but that funding is not included in the Senate version (the Senate version
maintains current funding levels of Teaching Fellows)

On Thursday morning, a Senate subcommittee panel met to review H. 3612, which would create a
statewide plan for enhanced integration of computer science education into K-12 education. The
bill received favorable report from the subcommittee and now moves to the full committee for
review. Given that fact, the bill still has time to make it to the Governor's desk prior to the end of
the session on May 13th.

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.scstatehouse.gov%2Fsess124_2021-2022%2Fprever%2F38_20210415.htm/1/01000178ffeedead-1508d122-b570-4c2b-88d9-e52efebef99e-000000/6sercwEkwSR3oK3lX94htBw_Xho=211
https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.scstatehouse.gov%2Fsess124_2021-2022%2Fprever%2F3612_20210202.htm/1/01000178ffeedead-1508d122-b570-4c2b-88d9-e52efebef99e-000000/myJ7qpA_C8Er1b4o5yqecsJ3_hM=211


Floor Action

On Wednesday, the Senate voted 43-0 on second reading in favor of S. 231. This legislation
would create a new requirement for districts that currently provide student identification cards in
schools that serve students in grades 7-12. The new requirement is for identification cards to
include the telephone number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline as well as social media,
phone, or text numbers for additional state or local mental health resources. The legislation
includes an amendment suggested by PSTA in subcommittee that would require districts to verify
the accuracy of contact information prior to the start of each school year. The bill received third
reading on Thursday and now heads to the House.

On Thursday, the Senate concurred with the House amendments to S. 38, which means the bill
will now head to the Governor for signature into law.

The following information reflects announced education-related actions for the coming week as of the time
of this email:

House of Representatives

On Tuesday afternoon, a House Ways and Means subcommittee will meet to review H. 3976. Please see
the action alert at the start of this email for details!

On Wednesday, the House EPW K-12 Subcommittee is scheduled to review four pieces of legislation:

● H. 3464, or the "Seizure Safe Schools Act." The bill would require schools to prepare a "seizure
action plan" for students that are diagnosed with a seizure disorder, including a requirement for
each school to have at least one person trained on the appropriate administration of medication
for seizures.

● S. 16, which would replace the current half-credit Economics course required for graduation with
a half-credit course in personal finance instruction

● S. 203, which would enhance the power of the Governor to remove local school board members
for illegal or unethical conduct, very similar to the criteria that was set for local charter board
members in S. 607

● S. 615, which would allow students attending a private school with an enrollment of less than 200
students to participate in athletics at their zoned public school if the private school does not offer
the sport the student wants to play. To participate, the student would have to meet the same
academic criteria as public schools students and to pay all sport-specific fees charged by the
public school.

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.scstatehouse.gov%2Fsess124_2021-2022%2Fprever%2F231_20210421.htm/1/01000178ffeedead-1508d122-b570-4c2b-88d9-e52efebef99e-000000/xZWdwgoKdPR4cPILbO0fLakPlSE=211


On the House floor, the following education-related bills could be pulled from the calendar for debate: H.
3591, H. 3592, H. 3006, S. 201, and S. 607 (see the section on the House EPW Committee in the Week
15 Recap section for information on each bill).

Senate

The Senate will devote most of their floor debate this week to their review of the Senate Finance
Committee's version of the FY22 budget.

On Wednesday morning, the full Senate Education Committee is scheduled to meet to review H. 3612
(computer science instruction).

Advocate to Stop H. 3976- see the Action Alert at the start of this email for details!

1. Thank a Legislator!- the passage of S. 704 was a significant win for educators this week, and an
important part of advocacy is following up to say thank you when legislators pass this type of
policy- especially when it was clear they were being responsive to feedback from teachers. The
bill passed both chambers of the General Assembly unanimously, so you can start by sending a
message of thanks to your Representative and Senator (click here and enter your mailing
address to find them). In addition, please consider sending a message of thanks to Senator
Hembree and Senator Massey for their leading role in the passage of S. 704, as well as
Representative Rita Allison, Representative Raye Felder, and Speaker Jay Lucas. You can find
the contact information for Senators by clicking here (they are listed alphabetically) and for
Representatives by clicking here (again, listed alphabetically).

2. Senate Budget- please send a message to your member of the Senate asking them to support
the increased education spending in the Senate Finance version of the budget. In particular,
make sure to share the importance of the proposed $1,000 teacher pay raise! You can find the
contact information for your Senator by clicking here and entering your mailing address.
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